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Holy Father, Brother Bishops, Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 

The world is a violent place, in which the family is supposed to be a 

haven of safety (Instrumentum Laboris, 8).  That, we could say, is its vocation 

and mission.  The same could be said still more of the Church: the new 

eschatological family of God called to be a haven of eternal safety.   

 

Yet the family can be a dangerous place.  Children are the victims of 

abuse, sexual or otherwise; and that can lead to death.  Domestic violence, 

usually of man against woman, creates victims of another kind; and that too can 

lead to death.  No wonder many of these victims of violence choose to leave a 

home which has become so dangerous.  Better to be homeless than to face this 

day after day; better to live than to die. 

 

The Church too can be a dangerous place.  We have seen sexual abuse of 

the young on an unimagined scale and a disturbing inability to address it 

properly.  Victims of domestic violence are often invisible in a Church where 

male-oriented culture can be aggravated by notions of male headship.   No 

wonder some have turned from the Church and prefer spiritual homelessness to 



what they have known in the divinely sanctioned family that has been no safe 

haven. 

 

To evangelise families will be to ensure that they are safe.  If the Church 

is to evangelise families in this sense, we will have to evangelise ourselves, 

making sure that the Church is a truly safe place in a way that we have not 

always been.  An important question for the Synod is therefore:  How can we 

become a safer Church able to help families be safe and help society to ensure 

that families are safe?   

 

Much violence is hidden; it happens behind closed doors.  The first step 

therefore is to open the doors.  Then we have to enter the darkness within to 

bring both victims and perpetrators into the light where they may begin to find 

protection and healing.  Both need protection – the victims from the 

perpetrators, the perpetrators from themselves.  Both need healing of the 

wounds inflicted by the violence.  To walk out into the light will be for both a 

journey from silence to speech and from ignorance to understanding.  The 

speech will tell the story of what has happened; the understanding will reveal 

why, since every act of violence is a message to be understood.   

 

Violence is born of weakness; it comes when people feel vulnerable, 

disempowered, pushed to the limit and need to take control.  Yet violence only 

makes the weakness worse and therefore begets more violence.  The only way 

to stop the cycle and turn violence to tenderness, even love is to embrace the 

weakness rather than rebel against it.  That is the truth of the Cross, which lies 

at the heart of the Gospel of the family and therefore at the heart of this Synod. 

 

 


